Assignment:
I am woman why can’t you hear me roar-

A study in Feminist critical theory and point of view

Grade level:
10th-12th grade

Rationale:
Much of the literature we teach is written by women or told from the perspective of a female character, which creates ample opportunities to introduce the concept of Feminist literary theory.  However, more importantly than the above theory is developing in the students the ability to think about something larger than the individual, to discover empathy and understanding.  The attached YouTube clip presents a feminist perspective without screaming feminism in the typical American NOW type rally.  The feminist message is deeper and more subtle, it is undeniable and forces the viewer to consider an entire culture while examining their own views.  The assignment asks the student to put on paper all of the above views while developing their on literary skills.  We are simply not making a social observation and study, but are creatively showing our comprehension and opinion. 

Questions:
To what extent does the representation in the clip reflect the place and time in which it was written?

How are the relations between men and women presented in the clip?


Does the film maker present the film clip from the perspective of men or women?

Plan:
Students will be provided with one class day to write the above paper and we may need to use the computer lab if there are technical problems in the classroom.

Standards:
The student produces writing that establishes an appropriate organizational structure, sets a context and engages the reader, maintains a coherent focus throughout, and signals closure.

The student practices both timed and process writing and, when applicable, uses the writing process to develop, revise, and evaluate writing.

The student demonstrates understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats.

